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midong (1999)



temporality

sense of place



clock
ticking



"The point is that any process that consists of countable 
events may be employed as a clock. But finally, what makes a 
clock a clock is our conviction, based on a web of 
philosophical, aesthetic and scientific reasons that its events 
follow each other uniformly, according to intelligible 
principles. No clock can tell us what to mean by the passage 
of time or how to distinguish between past and future with 
respect to the present."

-- Julius Thomas Fraser (2007), Time and Time Again: 
Reports from a Boundary of the Universe



corresponding (2006)



temporality
through

being in and out of place



"How can you experience place - or rather, how can you 
experience the experiences of place? By longing, I say, and by 
suspending doubt, too. Wanting to return thus will haunt 
you."

-- Suk-Jun Kim (2006), Corresponding programme 
note



Kotmum:
A Gate of Flowers (2006)



turning point



line paintings (1962-64) by Robert Irwin



“Boredom is a very good tool. Because whenever you play creative games, what you 
normally do is you bring to the situation all your aspirations, all your assumptions, all your 

ambitions - all your stuff. And then you pile it up on your painting, reading into the 
painting all the things you want it to be. I'm sure it's the same with writing; you load it up 

with all your illusions about what it is. Boredom's a great way to break that. You do the 
same thing over and over again until you're bored stiff with it. Then all your illusions, 

aspirations, everything just drains off. And now what you see is what you get.”1

1 Seeing is Forgetting the Name of the Thing One Sees by Lawrence Weschler



INDIFFERENCE> /// boredom

// interest / concern //

delight/aversion /// <ASTONISHMENT



“In boredom, I care enough to search out surfaces for their possible interest: this is because 
I once had an interest in them, but they did not deliver anything striking enough to engage 

me then, and as a direct result I became bored; but this boredom can be dissipated by 
discovering something striking after all in the same surfaces, something that will fulfil my 

‘empty intention’ (Husserl).” 2

2 World at a Glance by Edward S. Casey



The Fate of Place
Being persistently in place 1

Union St., Aberdeen (2014)





"The more deeply penetrating our meditation on time, the more minute it becomes. Idleness 
alone lingers, the act is instantaneous. Could we not say then, conversely, that 

instantaneity is an act? Take a weak idea, tighten its focus upon an instant, and it will 
suddenly illumine the mind. Being’s repose, on the other hand, is already nothingness." 3

3 Intuition of the Instant (2013) by Gaston Bachelard (my emphasis)



Take a weak idea, tighten its focus upon an instant, 
and it will suddenly illumine the mind.
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